Study Guide for
The Love Revelation

Book 1: The Royal Law
Chapter 1

The Vignette: Welcome to My World

Summary: A husband and wife are struggling financially and are surprised by a generous gift from an
unexpected source.

1. ldentify the immediate difficulties that Clifford and Suzanne are facing.

2. What questionable choices have this couple made over the years that have resulted in hard times?

3. How would you assess this couple’s spiritual condition? That is, what spiritual resources do Clifford
and Suzanne have to help them through this crisis? Are they Christians?

4. Why do you think Clifford was so taken back when Suzanne immediately apologized for being late?

5. In Suzanne’s encounter with “the church lady,” what threw Suzanne off-guard the most?

6. During Suzanne’s encounter with the deaconess, did the lady at any time give her a tract or present
the gospel of Jesus Christ?
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Personal Assessment Questions:

e What lessons have you learned from the “church lady” and her interaction with Suzanne?

e What often must take place before someone is willing to listen to your spiritual advice?

e Recall the last person you met who was facing a personal crisis. In what manner did you
respond? How effective were you? What would you change?

The Chapter: “Monkey See, Monkey...Love?”” (Love and Its Origins)

1. Prior to reading this chapter, did you consider was the source of love a natural product of human
evolution or some outside source? Did you believe love was from a source other than God?

2. Most scientists believe that love is simply a very advanced product of human evolution. What are
some of the problems with the assumption that love “evolved”? How does love of any kind fit into
Darwin’s concepts of the survival of the species and natural selection?

3. If you accept the theory that love is a product of human evolution, how would you explain Jesus’
command, “But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you”? (Matt. 5:44)
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. What are your thoughts concerning the theory that there is an “altruism gene”? If such a gene could
be found, would it change your view of the origins of love?

Explain the difference between “general revelation” and “special revelation.”

. What is your explanation for the reaction of “Shana” in the news article about Eve and Norm Fertig?
Norm Fertig described the actions of his dog as “heroic.” What do you believe was the source of
their dog’s sacrificial behavior?

In the Bible, there is no mention of love until the time of Abraham. Why do you believe God would
leave out of the creation account such an important word as love? (Or did he?)

Summarize the concepts of chapter 1.

. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:
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The Vignette: Forever Warm

Summary: Forever Warm presents a snapshot of a relationship between a husband and wife taken
through the lens of the husband’s memories.

1. Where does this scene take place and what has happened? Who is present at the bedside?

2. There are five “hand encounters” that come into the husband’s memories. What are they?

3. What do you think the hand encounters symbolize in this vignette?

4. Home at night, the husband finds himself “truly alone for the first time.” What do you think that is
like for someone who has been married for many years?

5. How to you think the loss of intimate touch affects someone who has had it most of his or her life?

6. What was the effect of the wife’s unconditional demonstration of love toward her husband? Which
of the two knew instinctively how to show love?
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7. What do you believe is symbolic of the word “warm”?

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Science has demonstrated that newborn babies have two critical needs to survive: love and touch.
Without these, they may die as a result of “failure to thrive.” When it comes to your spouse, your
children or your significant other, how are you doing in your “hand encounters”? What can you
do to improve your expressions of love?

e Assess your own life and describe it in terms of “hand” and “warm.” Do you feel the “warmth”
of being loved? What can you do to increase warmth to your significant relationships?

The Chapter: “It Takes Three to Make One” (Love and Its Beginning)

1. Have you ever attended a Bible study or class, or have you ever heard a sermon preached on the
nature of the relationship among the members of the Godhead? If not, why do you think that is?

2. The Bible study group listed a number of characteristics describing the relationship between the
members of the Godhead. Can you add any that would come to mind and have a biblical basis?
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3. Do you agree with the statement, “In the beginning, there was love”? If not, why?

4. The apostle John writes, “God is love” (1 John 4:16). If God is love, how do you explain Paul’s
statements, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness...” (Rom. 1:18) and “For it is
because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience...” (Col. 3:6).
Don’t these statements contradict John’s statement that “God is love”?

5. Sherry made the statement, “...Love isn’t love unless you choose to love.” Do you agree with her?

6. Why is it that, “Without love, there can be no oneness”?

7. Are you able to make any personal application to your own life based on the concepts of chapter 2?

8. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point;
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The Vignette: Matchmaker
Summary: A man and a woman have a “chance” encounter arranged by the Matchmaker.

1. What are some of the personality issues that made the man is this vignette vulnerable to an affair?

2. What are some of the characteristics that made the woman in this vignette vulnerable to an affair?

3. What do you think it means to have “a void in the relationship wing”?

4. What do you think was going on in the minds of each character in the vignette? Would you describe
it as fantasies? As rational thinking? Where do you think the thoughts about each other came from?

5. How do you think each character—that is, the man and the woman—perceived themselves? What
spiritual flaws do you see?



Study Guide for
The Love Revelation

Book 1: The Royal Law
Chapter 3

6. Comment on the line, “The matchmaker, ever the observer, spotted their attraction to each other the
instant they met.” Who is responsible for the “attraction,” the matchmaker or the participants? What
specific observations did the matchmaker make concerning the man and the woman on their first
encounter?

7. Who was working in the background to take advantage of the man and the woman’s vulnerabilities,
and how did he go about it?

8. Why do you suppose the man and woman practiced deception, and who do you think was most
deceived?

9. Itis obvious from the ending that both individuals were married and had families, and that the man
is the pastor of a church. What part of their thinking went on hold during their liaison.

10. Who do you suppose Matchmaker was?
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e Do you believe that he may be observing you and your relationships?

e How would you compare yourself to either of these individuals?

e Are you being tempted in a relationship right now?

e When you are tempted, what do you do about it?

e What can you do to consider the consequences for an act of sexual impropriety such as adultery?

e What is it about you that causes you to put rational thinking and beliefs on hold when you are
faced with sexual temptation?
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Chapter 3: “A Falling Out of Sorts” (Love and Paradise Lost)

1.

This chapter begins with the assumption that the Bible is true. That means that what the Bible says
about Adam and Eve and their fall in the Garden of Eden are true. Do you believe that? If not, what
would cause you not to believe it?

The second paragraph, beginning with the words, “The Bible tells us...” describes the characteristics
of the man and the woman at creation. It states they could have an intimate relationship with God
without fear. Does that characterize mankind today? If not, why? What would it take to restore
mankind to that relationship?

What does the text say about the reason God created a man and a woman?

What was the answer to the question, “Why would God place something in the garden that might
jeopardize the unity, the harmony and the wondrous love relationship between God and man, and
between the man and the woman?”

Comment on the statement, “Biblical love requires freedom to choose.” Do you agree or disagree?

10
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Is it true that, “Biblical love always results in obedience, but obedience does not necessarily result in
love”? If you believe it’s true, why?

That Adam and Eve chose poorly regarding God’s command, three “deaths” resulted. Can you name
them?

Comment on the statement, “The only love that is not distorted is love that is defined by the truth,
and the only source of absolute truth we have today is the word of God.” Do you agree or disagree.
How would Hollywood’s view of “pure love” that could exist between a man and a woman.

Can you summarize the main themes in the chapter?

Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter, the one that stands out most in your mind.

Main Point;
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The Vignette: God Is the Answer

Summary: A pastor decides his church needs some changes, and does he make them!

1. Comment on Pastor Jenkins desire to bring the church “up to speed.” Is there anything wrong with
that? What are some good intentions as well as risks when attempting to change a church?

2. What do you think were Pastor Jenkins’ motives for wanting to move the church forward? (Hint:
What was the name of the seminar he attended?)

3. Regarding the people in the church, what were some really good things that happened during the
restructuring process?

4. Why do you think the effort to reach the unchurched was so successful on Easter Sunday, but lasting
growth failed to materialize?

5. Why do you think some people really left the church, and do you think Pastor Jenkins should have
been making any changes at all as a result of their leaving?

6. If the size of Pastor Jenkins’ church was about 150 to begin with, what do you think was the total
cost of renovating the church, including the cost for mailings and other advertizing efforts? Do you
feel that money could have been spent on something better?

12
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7. What do you think about Pastor Jenkins’ “call” to leave and begin ministry at another church?

8. What do you think was the attitude of some of the new members, those who began with the
statement, “My personal....... is none of the church’s business”? What was lacking in their attitude
toward the church and the kingdom of God? What had they failed to receive from the church?

Chapter 4: “Ice Weasels and Their Kin” (Love and Its Biblical Revelation)

1. Of the various definitions of love listed at the beginning of the chapter, which would do you like the
best? Do you know of other definitions you would like to add?

2. Why did the author title the chapter, “Ice Weasels and Their Kin” when the subject is about
definitions of love? In other words, what do the “ice weasels” represent?

3. Do you agree with Joseph Fletcher’s proposition that “prescriptive principles such as rules or laws,
regardless of their source, supernatural or natural, are insufficient to meet every situation in life and
to address every contingency”? What is right and what is wrong about that proposition?

(Note: If you have never heard of “ethical relativism” or “situation ethics,” there are plenty of
resources online.)

4. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, “Without absolute truth, love cannot be absolutely
defined”?

13
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5. As you read through the section titled, “Love in the Old Testament—To Love Is to Obey,” why do
you suppose loving God is a command?

6. According to the chapter, why did God make the laws and commandments for the Israelites? Was he
capricious in doing so? What does it mean “to protect the Messianic seed line embedded in the
nation (of Israel) through the tribe of Judah”?

7. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, “...the love revealed throughout the Old Testament is
parochial”? Why?

8. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, *...those who willingly choose to remain under the Law
will always fall short in their ability to love God.” If you agree, why?

9. From the section, “Love in the New Testament,” define the three types of love found in the Greek
language. It is important that a Christian understand and be able to explain agape love. Can you?

10. What is the key feature about agape love?

14
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11. How to you feel about Jesus’ command to “love your enemies”? Does that command seem

reasonable? Impossible? (Note: Greater discussion of this command can be found in the yet
unpublished Book 3.)

12. Comment on the statements, “Biblical love is based on action more than feeling because, if we
waited until we felt love, we might never love at all,” and, “We learn to feel agape love once we
have been obedient to showing agape love.”

13. Can you summarize the contents of chapter 4?

14. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:

Personal Assessment Questions:

e How does the theme of love connect with the actions of Pastor Jenkins in “God Is the Answer”?

e Have you ever been part of a church that went through a “restructuring”? If so, did it work or
not? If it did, what made it work? If not, what made if fail?

15
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When you think about biblical love, do you think in terms of a feeling or in terms of an action?

How do you show love to God? Do you show love by obeying the Ten Commandments or by

showing love to others? (Or both.) Be specific and provide some recent examples.

Do you consider yourself a child or an adult when it comes to expressing love?

Where are the “ice weasels” in your definition of love?

16
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The Vignette: Dagnabbit That Wabbit
Summary: A conservative pastor has a philosophical run-in with the daughter of a key church member.

1. How would you describe the theology of Pastor Hoogan? Is he a liberal, a conservative, a
fundamentalist or an extremist?

2. Why do you think Pastor Hoogan is so concerned about the type of translation a Christian reads?
Based on the translation he prefers, can you guess what his theology might be? His personality?

3. Based on his rules at home, how would you describe Pastor Hoogan’s lifestyle based on “shelter”?

4. How would you describe the manner in which Pastor Hoogan led his church? Was control a factor?

5. How would you describe Ms. Moss? Does the fact that Ms. Moss” mother was a charter member and
the church’s largest donor have any bearing on the story?

6. Can you find anything wrong with Ms. Moss’ theology, and how she chose to exercise her belief
system?

17
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From Ms. Moss’ concerns about AIDS patients, can you find anything wrong with her actions? Do
you feel it was wrong of Ms. Moss to begin getting members of Pastor Hoogan’s church involved?
Why do you suppose so many were willing to help?

What is “the social gospel”? Would you put Ms. Moss’ involvement in the AIDS hospice an
expression of the social gospel?

What does Pastor Hoogan believe concerning the AIDS epidemic? How does it fit into his
conservative theology?

How do you explain the fact that Pastor Hoogan knew nothing of the outside activities of his church
members?

Does the fact that Pastor Hoogan didn’t get up out of his chair and see Ms. Moss to the door reflect
on his feelings about the meeting?

In summary, why do you think Pastor Hoogan was so concerned about the news Ms. Moss shared
that so many of his church members were involved in “the social gospel”? Who was Pastor Hoogan
most concerned for at the moment, and why?

18
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Personal Assessment Questions:

e If you had to choose sides, would you choose sides with Pastor Hoogan or Ms. Moss?

e Do you think a compromise is possible in this situation?

e How do you feel about the AIDS epidemic? Is it something Christians should be involved in, or
is AIDS God’s judgment against mankind’s immorality?

e How does your personal theology and knowledge of the Bible make you feel about this vignette?

The Chapter: “Are We Fighting the Wrong Battles?”” (Love and the Ten Commandments)

1. The introduction to chapter 5 raises some interesting observations about the place of the Ten
Commandments in the Christian community. Do you believe Judge Roy Moore was right or wrong
to stand so firmly on the placement of the Ten Commandments in the rotunda of the Alabama
Supreme Court building? Was it worth the price he paid?
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2. Of all the questions raised in the introduction to chapter five about the Ten Commandments and Old
Testament law, which one piqued your interest?

3. What does the term “binding” mean?

4. Do you agree or disagree with the statement that the Old Testament is no longer binding on
Christians? If you agree, does that mean that you can do anything you want if you are no longer
under the Law? If you disagree, then in what manner is the Law still binding on Christians?

5. What is the “royal law” and where does it originate? What commandment of Jesus is it closely
related to? Did you realize that the great and foremost commandment—“You shall love the Lord
your God will all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength”—is not found in the New Testament other than in the Gospels? What do you think that
means?
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6. Take a moment to relate the royal law to the “second tablet”; that is, commandments five through
ten. Can you see the connection?

#5:  Honor your father and mother.

#6: You shall not murder.

#7: You shall not commit adultery.

#8: You shall not steal.

#9:  You shall not bear false witness.

#10: You shall not covet.

7. Can you explain the relationship between the 1 Commandment and the royal law?

21
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8. Can you explain the relationship between the 2" Commandment and the royal law? What does it
mean to have an idol?

9. How about the 3" Commandment and the royal law? Is taking the Lord’s name in vain a problem for
you? If it is, how does that reflect on your love for the lost?

10. Are you a sabbath-keeper? That is, do you believe that the Bible teaches Christians should observe
the Sabbath as stated in the Old Testament? If you are not a Sabbatarian, why not? Do you agree or
disagree with the application of the royal law to the 4™ Commandment as presented in the book?

11. Do you agree with the statement, “Love is the underlying principle behind all the commandments”?
If not, why?

12. Do you agree with the statements, “If we love others, we will be showing our love for God,” and “If
you love others in a manner defined by biblical truth, you will fulfill all the Ten Commandments”?
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13. What are your feelings about the statement, “...the Law is intended for children, but love is intended
for grown-ups. Therefore, the issue is one of spiritual maturity, not spiritual zeal”?

14. Summarize the key themes of this chapter.

15. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Asyou reflect on your own standards of godly behavior, which have you relied upon the most:
the Ten Commandments or the royal law?

e s this the first time you’ve read or heard the message about the royal law in relation to the Ten
Commandments? Why do you think that is?

e Do you believe Christians these days are fighting the right battles or the wrong battles when it
comes to cultural, social and political issues?
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The Vignette: Doing Lunch
Summary: A couple engage each other on the question of abortion.

1. What were the reasons John and Pam were in Mexico? That is, what were their primary motivations?

2. What are John’s and Pam’s positions on abortion? What is the irony in their individual positions?

3. What were John’s and Pam’s upbringings like and how did they affect their positions on abortion?

4. Do you think their opposite views on abortion would be different if they were living in the States and
not working in such poverty?

5. How do you think John and Pam worked out their marriage when they knew all along that they had
differing views on abortion? (Were you surprised to discover they were married?)

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Do you have any friends who have a different viewpoint than yours on such social issues as
abortion, homosexuality or gay marriage?
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e Do you believe it was right for John and Pam to marry when they knew they each carried
different interpretations of Scripture and had different views on abortion?

e What do you think is the primary message of this vignette?

Chapter 6: “To Be Truthful with You...” (Love and Biblical Truth)

1. Inthe introduction to the chapter, “Where Is Truth?” the premise is made that “God’s word directly
affects what kind of Christian is produced.” Do you agree with this statement? If not, why?

2. ltisalso the premise of the book that love must be rightly defined because love comes from God,
and only God’s word can rightly define love. Do you agree or disagree? If you disagree, why?

3. Inthe section, “Truth and Love—They are Not Mutually Exclusive,” there are a number of bulleted
statements made based on the passage from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Which of these statements
do you agree or disagree with?
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Do you agree that “Without love, truth is sterile and its delivery ineffective”? (Fifth bullet)

In the section, “When Truth Trumps Love,” why did truth have to trump Peter’s love when he
encouraged Jesus not to go to the cross?

The next section is titled, “Biblical Truth Is All about Biblical Love.” This section is based on the
premise that “Biblical truth always points to love.” Can you think of anything in the Bible that would
refute that premise?

The following section presents a number of examples when love and biblical truth collide. The
author has asserted that conservative Christians, particularly white, middle-class evangelicals, are
perceived as uncaring for the poor and oppressed. Do you agree with that? He also asserts that liberal
Christians or social progressives often come up short on truth. Do you agree with that?

In American society, are conservative Christians (i.e., evangelicals) correct in their concern over
truth issues?
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9. Do you agree with the author’s statement that “There exists an enormous credibility gap between the

evangelical’s message and the evangelical’s actions”? If not, can you point to some examples from
the churches around you?

10. If you are a liberal Christian and you support a woman’s right to choose, do you find it difficult
accepting other aspects of the liberal agenda, such as partial-birth abortion and gay marriage?

11. If you are a part of a megachurch—or any church for that matter—have you ever examined the
church’s budget and compared how much it spends on itself as opposed to how much it spends on
social needs?

12. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, “Love is what the truth is all about”?

13. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:
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Personal Assessment Questions:

e If you are an evangelical Christian, are you involved in any social outreach programs? If not,
why? Have you been encouraged from the pulpit to get involved? If not, why not?

e How would you classify yourself, a conservative evangelical, a liberal Christian, a social
progressive, or none of the above? Do you believe there is even such a thing as a “liberal
Christian™?

e Why do you think there is such a perceived gap (“perceived” is an important word) in love and
truth issues between conservative evangelicals and liberal Christians?

e If you believe that what the author is saying has merit about the priorities of evangelical
Christians, and you yourself would classify yourself in that category, what changes are you going
to make in your life to alter the perception? Likewise, if you are a liberal Christian or a social
progression, what changes do you plan on making if you believe the author’s assumptions have
merit?
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The Vignette: Twenty Years and Counting
Summary: A husband takes care of his invalid wife.

1. How would you characterize “TJ the Grinder”? Do you know anyone like her? What was the main
reason she never married?

2. What shocked TJ about Steven VVanderVeer when she first met him?

3. What were some of the reasons Steven gave for not putting his wife away in a nursing home and
remarrying?

4. What do you think is the difference in being “in love” and “really being loved”?

5. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, “The more you sacrifice for someone the more you
love them”?
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6. Have you ever met anyone in “a permanent vegetative state” like Elisabeth? How did you react?

7. How would you describe Steven’s character based on his and TJ’s parting when the interview was
over?

8. What effect did Terri’s interview with Steven VVanderVeer have on her personal outlook on life? Do
you think Steven had a positive or a negative witness on Terri, and why?

9. Based on news events in the last few years, what is the irony of the Terri’s first name in relation to
this story?

Personal Assessment Question:

e Do you think Steven VanderVeer was throwing his life away by taking care of his wife and not
remarrying?

30



Study Guide for
The Love Revelation

Book 1: The Royal Law
Chapter 7

e Have you ever known someone who has made a personal sacrifice like Steven VanderVeer made

on behalf of his wife? Was that person already past his or her prime?

e Based on what you’ve learned about love so far in “The Love Revelation: Book 1,” do you think

Steven exemplified biblical love, or was he just a one-in-a-million personality?

e What do you think you would do if you found yourself in Steven VanderVeer’s shoes? That is, a

young person, newly married, whose spouse just went into a vegetative state?

The Chapter: “Even Perfect Love Can’t Please Everyone” (Love and Jesus Christ)

1.

In the short introduction to this chapter, try to restate the relationship between the love of the Father
and the death of the Son. How do the two relate to each other? Can you point to any Scripture that
might support your thoughts?

Can you describe the “Godhead” in one simple sentence? (Note: reference to the Nicene Creed may
be helpful.) Do you believe in the Trinity, or do you find that description about God too
complicated?
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How does the author explain the apostle John’s statement, “God is love”?

Was there anything new you learned about God in the section titled, “The Love of the Father”? What
aspect of God’s love do you remember the most?

Do you know the difference between “conditional” and “unconditional” love? The author observes
that God’s love for the Israelites was unconditional, but that their earthly blessings from him were
conditional. What does that mean? What events in the Old Testament would support that
conclusion?

The author states, “...It was God’s love that disciplined (the Israelites) for their unfaithfulness.” How
can love and discipline go together?

What evidence do we have from Scripture that the relationship between God the Father and God the
Son was based on love?

. According the section focusing on the love between the Father and the Son, what was one of Christ’s

missions toward humanity?
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9. If someone were to ask you about Christ’s kenosis, or the meaning of Philippians 2:5-7, how you
answer?

10. In the same section, how would you explain to someone John’s use of the term logos (“Word”) when
referring to the preincarnate Christ?

11. What evidence do we have from Scripture that Jesus Christ is the expression of God himself?

12. In the section, “The Love of the Son—His Earthly Ministry,” the author focuses on the subject of
rejection. Have you ever been rejected by someone you loved or even sacrificed for? How did that
make you feel, and how did that impact future relationships? Did it affect whether or not you are
willing to sacrifice for others?

13. Why do you think the people in the synagogue in Jesus’ own hometown reacted so violently toward

him when he gave them the good news that even Gentiles would be offered the gospel (good news)?

14. How did Jesus express his love for us when he suffered flogging and crucifixion by the Romans?
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15. What the term “ascension” refer to? How did Jesus continue to show his love by ascending with his
human nature?

16. What does the term “mediator” mean, and for whom is Jesus the eternal mediator?

17. 1f Jesus Christ is no longer on the earth to share the good news of God’s love, who, then, is now
responsible for doing so?

18. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point;

Personal Assessment Questions:

e What new things did you learn about Christ’s love in this chapter?

e What does it mean to you personally that “...When (Christ) left his preincarnate state with the
Father, he left it forever”?

e Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving one
another? If not, why, and what would it take?
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The Vignette: Productivity

Summary: A manager and his intern observe Jesus’ “productivity.”

If you haven’t experienced time in the business world, the message behind this vignette may escape you.
In business and economics, productivity is one of the key measurements for outcome. Not only does
productivity state how efficiently an organization is operating (man-hours, output and outcomes,
revenues, etc.), but productivity measurements are used on individual workers. Ideally in the workplace,
a worker ought to be 100% productive. That is, all the hours and minutes he or she is paid for ought to
have a productive outcome benefitting the company. That is not always realistic, however. Businesses
vary in productivity requirements, depending on the product. Fortunately or unfortunately, an
individual’s productivity can be used for the worker (a positive for promotion and raises) or against the
worker (grounds for firing) and is related directly to “performance.”

1. How far into the vignette did you realize that the manager and his intern are observing Jesus?

2. What is the primary complaint of the supervisor about Jesus’ productivity?

3. What are your thoughts about the intern’s observation, “Invest in the people and later you will be the
recipient of their business”?

4. How is the supervisor “measuring” Jesus’ productivity?
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5. There’s a section in the beginning of the vignette when the supervisor explains, “Here’s how we
measure productivity.” He defines productivity as seeing “visible” and “tangible” results, and raises
the interesting question of measuring “the result of teaching.” Is he correct, or is there something
wrong with the supervisors assumptions and starting point for productivity?

6. Do you agree or disagree with the supervisor’s statement, “Teaching is always risky”? If you
disagree, why? The supervisor also uses the scribes and Pharisees as an example. Do you agree or
disagree with him, and why?

7. What is ironic about the supervisor’s greater concern that Jesus’ productivity had increased as
opposed to the fact that Jesus just raised someone from the dead? What does that tell you about the
supervisor’s priorities?

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Do you yourself work in the business world, and have you ever been subjected to productivity
measurements?
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e If you are a manager, how do you measure productivity in the workplace? Do you use that same
measurement of productivity when it comes to the church? If not, why not? If so, is that right?
(Along these same lines, if you are a pastor, how do you measure productivity in your staff, or
even in yourself? Or is productivity purely a measure that should be used by business?)

e Some churches actually measure productivity in terms of numbers gained per year in
membership, or in the number of conversions or baptisms. What other measurements could be
used to determine productivity? When it comes to church members themselves, are there some
ways that “productivity” could be measured in terms of the theme of this book (the love
revelation)? How does that tie in to the term “sanctification” (that is, becoming more Christ-
like)?

The Chapter: “Gospel DNA” (Love and the Gospels)

1. The author begins by making the statement, “Two major themes parallel one another throughout the
Gospels...” and describes them as “truth” and “love.” What reasons does the author give for making
this statement, and how does he say the two are related to one another?

2. Do you agree or disagree with the author’s statement, “Biblical truth points to, validates, and
discloses love because love is what biblical truth is all about”? If you disagree, what, then, is biblical
truth all about?
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. To what was Jesus referring when he used the term “traditions”? Do evangelical Christians have
“traditions,” as in “the traditions of the elders”?

. What are the three important lessons about love taught in Matthew 5:21-24? Apply these lessons to
your own Christian walk.

Do you believe that John 3:16 is a message of salvation, or love, or both? Why?

In the section, “Love in Jesus’ Encounters,” what does the author believe Jesus wrote in the sand?
Here’s a personal question, the answer of which probably shouldn’t be written down: are there sins
in your life that only you and Jesus know about? If so, how do you feel now about the last person
you judged?

. What does the author say was the intent of the Pharisees in bringing to him the woman caught in
adultery? What is the hypocrisy in this situation? Do you believe the religious leaders cared at all
about the woman?
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Given the example of the woman caught in adultery, how does “surpassing” the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees apply?

In the incident in Simon’s house, of the woman who was a sinner washing Jesus’ feet with her tears,
what should Simon have done when Jesus told her that her sins were forgiven?

What would your reaction have been if you had observed Jesus healing the man’s hand in the
synagogue?

How does the author describe the conflict of Law and love in the Gospels?

Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:
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Personal Assessment Questions:

e What new things did you learn about Christ’s love in this chapter, and how do you plan on
implementing them in your own life?

e Do you believe Jesus was not loving toward the scribes and the Pharisees when he decided not to
observe the traditions of the elders? Was he being more loving to the man with the withered hand
than to the religious leaders? What’s your take on that?

e Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving one
another? If not, why, and what would it take?
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The Vignette: Pilate Revisited

Summary: A Political Science professor is dying of AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome). He
is visited by Christians who earnestly desire for him to become a Christian before he dies.

1. Based on his name and background, what information do you learn about Professor Schmidt’s
spiritual outlook?

2. What was the evangelistic tactic used by the leader of the college Christian group? Do you believe it
was right or wrong? How did it work?

3. What was the evangelistic tactic used by the local pastor? Do you believe it was right or wrong?
How did it work?

4. What was the evangelistic tactic used by the pastor of the Charismatic church? Do you believe it was
right or wrong? How did it work?

5. Why you do think all three well-intentioned visitors failed to make an impact on Professor Schmidt’s
life?
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6. List all the things you’ve learned about Natividad. What do you know about her religious
background and her educational level?

7. The crucifix represents an important element in this vignette. What is it and why does it play an
important role in Levy’s life?

8. Why do you think the author titled this vignette, “Pilate Revisited”? (Hint: see John 18:38.)

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Have you ever had someone attempt to share his or her faith with you? How did you respond?
Looking back, what were the things that impressed you or didn’t impress you? Did anything
leave a bad taste in your mouth?

e When was the last time you shared your faith with an unbeliever, and what “tactic” did you use?
More importantly, why did you share your faith with that person? Was it to win a soul for Christ,
or did you share your faith because you really loved that person?
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e Does your church encourage you to share your faith? If so, do they actually teach you how to

share your faith? If they teach you how to share you faith, how do they do that and what do they
emphasize, presenting the truth or loving them with good deeds into the kingdom?

The Chapter: “Loving God Means What?” (Love and the Great Commandments)
1. What is the “radical change” concerning food that is mentioned in the introduction to the chapter? (If

you are unfamiliar with the concept of “clean” and “unclean” foods, it would be helpful to read the
appropriate sections in Leviticus 11 and Peter’s vision in Acts 10:9-16.)

2. An analogy is made between the Law (block of ice) and love (water). Explain the analogy. Why is
the “block of ice” unable to address all situations in life? (If you are unfamiliar with “The Great
Commandments,” they are explained in the following sections.)

3. What critical mistake did Joseph Fletcher make when he made the assertion that “the right thing to
do in any given situation is the most loving thing”?

4. What is the “great and foremost commandment”? (See Deuteronomy 6:5 and Matthew 22:37).
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In the Old Testament, what did it mean to keep the great commandment? Does one’s heart need to
“be in it” in order to fulfill the great commandment?

Can you list the four problems associated with the belief that obeying the great commandment
means obeying the law, whether it’s OT Law, a church’s laws or personal laws?

1.

2.

3.

4.

In the New Testament, how often is the great and foremost commandment referred to outside the
Gospels? Is it’s absence an oversight by New Testament authors? Is it something that the reader is
just supposed to assume should be there? Or do you believe it was intentionally omitted?

What is the “second commandment” and from where does it originate? (See Leviticus 19:18.)

Why do you think neither the Apostle Paul, James nor John ever refer to the great and foremost
commandment as a standard of godly behavior?
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10. What is the “new commandment”?

11. Now, the important question: Based on what is presented in the last section of the chapter, how does
a Christian today fulfill the great and foremost commandment?

12. The author states, “To fulfill the royal law was to fulfill the first and foremost commandment and the
new commandment to love one another.” Comment on the author’s statement, “...The first and
foremost commandment was intimately tied to the Law, and the believer is no longer under the
Law.”

13. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:

The Personal Assessment Questions:

e What new things did you learn about the great and foremost commandment, that you should love
God with all your heart, mind, strength and soul? Have you been trying to love God by keeping a
set of laws?
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What specific ways do you now plan to love God with all your heart, with all your mind, with all
your strength and with all your soul? Are any of these ways separate from relationship?

Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving others?
If not, why, and what would it take?
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The Vignette: The Pastor’s Wife
Summary: A pastor makes a difficult choice between his love for the ministry and caring for his wife.

1. Ina few sentences, how would you describe Pastor Norm’s feelings about church ministry? Do you
believe he just loved being called a pastor, or do you believe he truly loved the people (or both)?

2. Pastor Norm obviously had a passion for his flock. Because they have invested much into the
church, most pastors feel an obligation to continue ministering to the flock even during a personal
crisis. Although the vignette doesn’t specifically state this, it can be assumed that Pastor Norm also
had a burden for the lost and the best way he could reach them was through the ministry of the
church. Based on this information, what conflicts might Pastor Norm face when he learned that his
wife was gravely ill?

3. Given that there is an entire congregation at stake, and given the fact that potential souls may not
continue to be saved through the church, do you believe Pastor Norm made the right decision to
leave the ministry to care full-time for his wife? Could he have not just placed her in a nursing
facility and let others care for her?

Personal Assessment Question:
e When your father and mother become aged and unable to care for themselves, what plans have

you made for their care? Do you anticipate having to make sacrifices of finances, time and
personal goals? If not you, then who will?
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The Chapter: “Don’t Call Me Goody Two-Shoes” (Love and Righteousness)

1.

From the introduction to the chapter, do you agree that the word “righteousness” has become a dirty
word socially these days? If so, why do you think that is?

Do you agree or disagree with the position of the “seeker-sensitive” philosophy of ministry that
words such as righteousness, blood, death and sin are words to be avoided on a Sunday morning?

In the section, “Law — the Old Standard of Righteousness,” a definition of righteousness by Merrill
F. Unger is provided. Try reading it a couple of times and summarizing it. How successful are you at
summarizing what Unger wrote regarding righteousness? If you’re finding this exercise difficult, can
you come up with another source for the definition of righteousness?

Explain the difference between “imputed” and “imparted” righteousness. How do you feel about
your own righteousness? Are you a righteous person? If you believe you are, what is your standard
for determining your own righteousness?

What does it mean to be “justified” by God, and how does this occur? Have you been justified by
God? If not, why not? What would it take for you to become justified by God?
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6. In Romans 8:1, the apostle Paul writes, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.” What does it mean to be “in Christ Jesus”?

7. The next section in the chapter is titled, “Love — the New Standard of Righteousness.” What is the
difference between the “old self” and the “new self”? Why does the apostle state the need for
Christians to “put aside the old self”?

8. What is “the trap that many Christians, even evangelicals, fall into?”

9. Do you agree with the author’s statement, “Learning to love biblically is infinitely harder than
learning to obey rules”? If so, why? If not, why?

10. In one word, what does the author state is the measure for this new standard of righteousness?

11. What is the one absolute source for learning to love biblically?
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12. Can you now answer the question, “How does our righteousness surpass that of the scribes and the

Pharisees”? Can you answer the question, “How do we live righteously”? Can you now answer the
question, “How do we show God we love him”?

13. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point;

The Personal Assessment Questions:

e What new things have you learned about the biblical subject of righteousness?

e What standards have you been using to determine whether or not you are a righteous person?

e What things are you going to change about your thinking, your belief system, your behaviors and
your relationships that will help you to better manifest your imputed righteousness?

e Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving others?
If not, why, and what would it take?
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The Vignette: Lover Girl

Summary: A daughter and son must deal with the stress and problems of having to take care of an aging
mother with one very bad habit resulting in multiple medical problems.

1. How would you describe “Paddy” as a person when she was in her prime and in good health? Do
you know anyone like Paddy? Because Paddy is overweight and seems unable to control her eating,
would you describe her as a “bad person”?

2. Do you see any inconsistency with the term “Lover girl” and how poorly she takes care of herself
health-wise? Do you see the relationship between taking care of your health and the command to
“love one another”? What could Paddy have done to show more love to her children and those who

ended up having to take care of her?

3. Would you include the healthcare system as part of those to whom Christians should show love? If
so, how. If not, why not?
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Personal Assessment Questions:

e What actions are you taking today to take care of yourself so that others, especially your
children, do not have to unnecessarily do so?

e Are you offended by this vignette? If so, why?

The Chapter: “When ‘Missing the Mark’ Misses the Mark™ (Love and Sin)

1. The introduction presents a variety of definitions of sin. How do you define sin and what is your
source for your definition?

2. The author makes the statement that all sin can be defined in the context of love. That “sin is a
failure to love biblically.” Do you agree or disagree with that statement? If you disagree, provide
examples of sin where love for God, love for others, or love for oneself is not involved.
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What do you believe the author means when he states that Satan’s purpose for introducing sin into
the world is “to cause people not to love God in return, or to love God in a manner other than what
God intended; that is, to love God according to a man-made standard of acceptability, a designer

love....”? How does this relate to love?

In the sub-section, “The Temptation of Jesus,” how do the three temptations of Jesus relate to tests
of love?

In the sub-section, “Problems of the Heart,” how does Jesus define what defiles a person (i.e., makes
the person “unclean”)?

In the sub-section, “The Rich Young Ruler and Zaccheus,” why do you think the ruler did not want
to sell his possessions? Was it because he loved too much his possessions, or that he looked down on
the poor, or both? What two things did the ruler give up by not responding appropriately to Jesus’
instructions? Contrast Zaccheus’ response to Jesus.
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7. In the sub-section, “The Woman Caught in Adultery,” what does the author state was the underlying
cause of her violation of the seventh commandment? Did Jesus violate the Law of Moses by not
having the woman stoned?

8. The example from the Book of Acts involves a husband and wife team, Ananias and Sapphira. Do
you believe Peter was unloving by judging them for their deception? Was the Holy Spirit not acting
in kindness and love? What does the author write about their punishment being so harsh? In what
way does truth trump love in this incident? How is protecting the truth an ultimate act of love?

9. Of the list of the deeds of the flesh given in Galatians 5:19-21, which ones do not involve
relationships in some way?

10. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point;
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Personal Assessment Questions:

What new things have you learned about the biblical subject of sin?

What standards have you been using to determine whether or not you have sinned? Consider the
last time you confessed sin. In your confession, have you acknowledged any sins involving
relationships? Do you need to acknowledge the sin of failing to take care of your health so that
others to not unnecessarily have to do so?

There are particular types of sins that young men and even adult men struggle with, and there are
certain types of sins that young women and adult women struggle with. Do any of the sins that
come to your mind not relate to love and relationships in one way or another?

How will what you have learned in this chapter change the way you relate to others? How will it
change your confessions? How will it affect the way you look after yourself health-wise?
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The Vignette: On the Ferry to Kowloon

Summary: A doctor and his wife reflect on how the Holy Spirit moved in them to radically change their
life goals.

FYI: Are you familiar with Hong Kong? Have you ever been there? Hong Kong is an island, and
Kowloon is a major urban/commercial district on the mainland directly adjacent to Hong Kong.
Before there were freeways and tunnels connecting the mainland with the island, the primary means
of reaching Hong Kong Island was via the Star Ferry, still operating today. The ferries carry both
autos and pedestrians.

1. Describe the situation for the doctor and his wife when they first visited Hong Kong. What kind of a
trip were they on and what was their main purpose for taking the trip? What kind of lifestyle do you
believe characterized the doctor and his wife back home?

2. What were the events leading up to the point that the doctor and his wife had to face a reality they
were perhaps unaccustomed to? What was the turning point for the doctor’s wife? Have you ever
experienced a similar time or event?

3. Which of the two, the doctor or his wife, were most in denial concerning the human needs around
them? Which of them initiated the suggestion that they could only deny their uncomfortable brush
with reality so long? If you are married or in a relationship with a significant other, which of the two
of you tend to be more sensitive to the human needs around you (especially if those needs involve
children)?
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4. Review the vignette. Which of these two phrases do you feel is the key to understanding the
vignette: “Don’t let’s keep fooling ourselves,” or, “...the fear was gone”? Did you pick another
phrase that struck you as being very important to the point of the vignette?

Personal Assessment Questions:

Think back to the last time you went on a vacation or traveled on a tour somewhere. Where did
you stay? Was it fancy and nice, designed especially to please tourists? If you have ever been on
a cruise ship, did you learn anything about the lives and living conditions at home of the porters,
maids, janitors or other ship’s crew? When you traveled to foreign countries and cities, were you
kept isolated from poverty, slums and ghettos? What do you know about the lives of those who
do the menial tasks to keep you comfortable?

Does this vignette make you feel a little guilty? Why? If it brushes you with a little bit of guilt, is
that good or bad?

Is there anything you plan on changing about your life as a result of reading this vignette? Would
you recommend this vignette to any of your friends? If not, why not?
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The Chapter: “So Why Does Loving Seem So Hard?”” (Love and the Flesh)

1. Reread the first paragraph of the chapter. Have you ever had a day like this? If so, briefly describe
what happened and the feelings you had that day.

2. The first paragraph describes the world around us. The world around us is a world that fails to
operate on the principle of biblical love. We are tempted not to operate according to biblical love
(temptation and lust) and we are assaulted from every side (media and neighbors) with situations
concerning people who do not care for one another. Do you ever feel frustrated about this? Do you
ever feel frustrated with yourself that biblical love comes so hard?

3. Before you review the rest of the chapter, why do you believe that experiencing and expressing
biblical love is so hard?

4. In the next section, the author describes the problem — the flesh, which always puts self first. Do you
agree with the author’s hypothesis?
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5. Admittedly, the explanation of sinful nature, flesh and self is a bit tedious. The author encourages
the reader to reread the section as many times as required for fully understand the principles being
stated. It would also be helpful looking up the scriptures cited in the text, to add to one’s
understanding. After rereading the section until an understanding is achieved, answer the following
questions.

T/F — For the Christian, the flesh is the same as the sinful nature (old self, old man).

T/F — Christians struggle with sin because they still have a sinful nature.

T/F — Every Christian has a new nature which they can choose to follow if they desire.

T/F — A Christian can eventually overcome all weaknesses of the flesh and live a sinless life.

T/F — The reason Christians still sin is because the sinful nature left an indelible mark on the
flesh.

6. What are the scriptures referring to when the word “flesh” is used? Is the “flesh” the same thing as
the “sinful nature” (“old self,” “old man”)? Where did the sinful nature come from and what is its
impact on the flesh?

7. What happens to the sinful nature (old self, old man) when we receive Jesus Christ as our personal
Savior? (Review Romans 6:1-7.) Does a Christian have a sinful nature present, or does a Christian
have flesh that has been permanently tainted by the sinful nature? What kind of a nature does a
Christian have? (Review 2 Peter 1:4.)

8. Okay. A Christian no longer has a sinful nature, but instead has the flesh which has been
permanently tainted by the sinful nature. Now that a Christian has a “divine nature” (“new nature”),
is the Christian “obligated” by the flesh to continue in sin and have sin become a master of him or
her? (Review Romans 6:12-14.)
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Having understood the above, that means a Christian can choose not to walk according to the flesh,
but according to the Spirit who communicates with our new nature. But the next question is crucial:
Where does the Christian go to determine how to walk in the Spirit? (l.e., to live according to the
new nature.) You’re right! Now, let’s go to the next section.

The author states in the last section of the chapter, “The problem with our flesh having been
controlled by the sinful nature is that our belief systems are also programmed wrong.” Do you agree
or disagree with this statement?

What beliefs do you have now that are suspicious? (Here are some examples. “God loves me when |
reject sin, and withholds his love when | fall to sin.” Another: “If | try to live a good Christian life,
God will love me more.” And another: “God loves everyone...but me.”

What do you think it means to “die to self”? Does dying to self imply a miserable life void of
pleasure or fun? In what arena do you think dying to self applies most — your relationships or your
personal life and habits?
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13. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:

Personal Assessment Questions:

e What do you plan on doing today to die to self? (Think outside the box. Think in terms of time,
priorities, personal interests, goals and money.)

e What do you plan to change today to change your belief systems biblically? That is, what do you
plan for the future in ensure your beliefs and actions are in line with the truth?

e Which area do you feel you need to work on most, truth or love?
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The Vignette: His Perfect World
Summary: A Christian man decides to get serious about his Christian life, unfortunately resulting in

tragic results.

1. Another title for his vignette might be, “Good Intentions Gone Bad.” Do you think Craig Lawson’s
initial intentions were good or bad? Do you think the men’s group leader was wrong to ask the men
to sign a covenant, or did that have anything to do with it?

2. Can you describe Craig Lawson’s personality? What were his strong areas and what were his weak
ones?

3. Craig Lawson is very sensitive to one thing especially. What was it? Are there some alternative ways
he could have dealt with this one area?

4. What was the problem with Craig isolating himself from his family, and then from his accountability
group? Do you think Craig had a problem with pride? With perfectionism?

5. How would Craig Lawson define a spiritually mature Christian?
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6. In Craig Lawson’s pursuit of holiness, what was the most important part of his life he overlooked

and ignored? Do you think that the part overlooked may have been partly the fault of the men’s
group leader? What key area did the leader fail to disciple his men on?

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Isitwrong to isolate yourself from others to concentrate on prayer? Is there an example in Jesus’
life? For how long did he isolate himself? Does isolation for the purpose of prayer equate to
rejecting all significant relationships?

e Are you like Craig? If so, what are you doing about it? If you are not like Craig, but know
someone who is, do you feel a need to confront him or her?

e How would you summarize the main point of this vignette? Are you offended by it?
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The Chapter: “Will I Ever Love My Neighbor As Myself?”” (Love and the Millennium)

1. Have you ever heard of the millennium? What do you know about it? The author takes a
premillennial position; that is, the millennium will not begin until Christ returns at the end of the
church age, and will last a thousand years. Do you take a different position, such as an amillennial or
post-millennial position? If so, does it make any difference in the final conclusions that author makes
in this chapter?

2. The author states in the opening section that the one word most Christians consistently use to
describe the millennium is “peace.” Do you agree?

3. The next section presents the theological concept of “progressive revelation.” In your own words,
describe progressive revelation. What two “revelations” found in the New Testament does the author
describe as typical of progressive revelation? (Hint: one had to do with Jesus and the cross, and the
other had to do with the Gentiles.) How does the author relate progressive revelation to love?

4. In the last section, “The Mark of the Millennium,” the author states that Christ will heal all people
living on earth at the time, and heal them of their inability to consistently express love to one
another. Do you agree or disagree with that statement?

(FYI: The consensus of evangelical, premillennial thought is that during the millennium, both
humans and resurrected saints will populate the earth. The resurrected saints with serve as Christ’s
priests.)
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5. Inyour own words, try to describe a world where every person on earth lives in biblical love. What
would that world be like? How does this picture relate to the Garden of Eden before the Fall?

6. If the author is correct in his assertion that love will dominate the millennium, how would that affect
racism? Gambling? Smoking? Drunkenness? Drug addiction? Response to natural disasters?

7. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:

Personal Assessment Questions:

e How does this chapter motivate you to live a life of love today? Does this chapter give you more
hope in the future?

e Inregard to living out love, how does this chapter motivate you to study the Scriptures in greater
detail about love? Does it encourage you to begin praying more about living a life of love?

65



Study Guide for
The Love Revelation

Book 1: The Royal Law
Chapter 14

The Vignette: The Love Track

Summary: The president of a theological seminary is encouraged by a student to include in the school’s
curriculum a course on learning how to love.

1. What kind of a person do you think Dean Wright was? Do you think he was more academically
inclined or social justice inclined? More study inclined or more socially inclined? How did Dean

Wright feel about his position as the president of the seminary?

2. Have you ever had Bible school or seminary education? Did you ever take a course on love? What
do you think is the reason Christians can’t find Bible school or seminary education on love? Have
you ever been in a disciple group? In your disciple group, did you cover the subject of loving one
another, or did the group focus on Bible reading, prayer, doctrine and theology?

3. What do you think about the dean’s suggestion to young Paul that he should have teaching on love
from his church, and what was Paul’s response?
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4. Characterize the response of the faculty to Dean Wright’s proposal to start a curriculum on John
13:34-35. How would you characterize their priorities?

5. Why do you think it was Dean Wright and his wife who ended up teaching the Love Track?

Personal Assessment Questions:

If you are a pastor or seminary professor, how would you begin teaching your congregation or
students how to love? Is there any curriculum out there you know of for teaching Christians how
to love? If you are a pastor, when was the last time you taught on, not just the subject of love, but

how to love?

If you are a Christian looking for a way to increase your ability to show biblical love, where will
you go to find it?
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The Chapter: “How Do We Then Love?” (Love and the Christian)

This chapter summarizes the contents of each chapter. It would be helpful for the reader to review the
main point you wrote for each chapter in the study guides.

Chapter 1:

Chapter 2:

Chapter 3:

Chapter 4:

Chapter 5:

Chapter 6:

Chapter 7:

Chapter 8:

Chapter 9:

Chapter 10:

Chapter 11:

Chapter 12:

Chapter 13:

Chapter 14:
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In the section “Steps to Love,” the author identifies three types of readers: those who have never
made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ, those who have made a personal commitment to Christ but
have been living a selfish life not characterized by love, and those who are right with God but have
determined what it means to live a righteous life based on some aspect of law (Ten Commandments, a
church’s laws, personal laws). Which of the three characterizes you? (There may be more than simply
one.) Place a checkmark by the statement that best characterizes you.

U 1 have never committed my life to Christ.
O 1 have committed my life to Christ, but I have not been living a life characterized by love.

O | have committed my life to Christ and have been living in a right relationship with God, but
have been basing my personal righteousness based on some set of rules (e.g., the Ten
Commandments). | now realize that being right with God based on the Law is inadequate.

(Of course, there are always nuances that fit somewhere in between the three statements above. If
necessary, compose your own. Regardless of where exactly you may find yourself as a Christian, you
can certainly commit to studying God’s word regarding truth and determining to live a life characterized
by biblical love.)

Now it’s time to act on what you’ve learned. For each of the three statements above, there is a
simple prayer in the book that goes along with it. The author encourages you to not wait any longer to
change your life. Choose one of the prayers and state it by faith right now! Can you really come up with
a good excuse not to?

If you chose the first statement and have just committed your life to Christ, the author encourages
you to become involved in a Bible teaching church. You need fellowship and the help of others to get
you started on your Christian life. The author would be more than happy to encourage you on your
journey as a new believer. You can contact the author at author@theloverevelation.com.

If you chose the second statement, you can begin experiencing for the first time what it means to
experience and express God’s love — biblical love. The author encourages you to get into the word of
God! A great place you, your friends, and your family can start is a Bible study program found at
walkwiththeword.org. Audio lessons can be downloaded that combine the principles of “The Love
Revelation” with weekly Bible studies.

If you chose the third statement, you have a wonderful new freedom to look forward to! Christ never
intended his followers to live under the burden of law. Examine everything you’ve learned from your
church or denomination about how to live a righteous life, and you’ll find it’s easy to weed out the
legitimate from the illegitimate. The true measure is biblical love, whether you’re following the Ten
Commandments or the many New Testament admonitions on how to love one another. Once you break
free from the Law, you will experience grace like you’ve never known it before. For you, there is a
special message: God loves you and wants you to experience and express his love, free from the Law.
Now do it!
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