Study Guide for

The Love Revelation
Book 1: The Royal Law Chapter 12

The Vignette: On the Ferry to Kowloon

Summary: A doctor and his wife reflect on how the Holy Spirit moved in them to radically change their
life goals.

FYI: Are you familiar with Hong Kong? Have you ever been there? Hong Kong is an island, and
Kowloon is a major urban/commercial district on the mainland directly adjacent to Hong Kong.
Before there were freeways and tunnels connecting the mainland with the island, the primary means
of reaching Hong Kong Island was via the Star Ferry, still operating today. The ferries carry both
autos and pedestrians.

1. Describe the situation for the doctor and his wife when they first visited Hong Kong. What kind of a
trip were they on and what was their main purpose for taking the trip? What kind of lifestyle do you
believe characterized the doctor and his wife back home?

2. What were the events leading up to the point that the doctor and his wife had to face a reality they
were perhaps unaccustomed to? What was the turning point for the doctor’s wife? Have you ever
experienced a similar time or event?

3. Which of the two, the doctor or his wife, were most in denial concerning the human needs around
them? Which of them initiated the suggestion that they could only deny their uncomfortable brush
with reality so long? If you are married or in a relationship with a significant other, which of the two
of you tend to be more sensitive to the human needs around you (especially if those needs involve
children)?
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4. Review the vignette. Which of these two phrases do you feel is the key to understanding the
vignette: “Don’t let’s keep fooling ourselves,” or, “...the fear was gone”? Did you pick another
phrase that struck you as being very important to the point of the vignette?

Personal Assessment Questions:

e Think back to the last time you went on a vacation or traveled on a tour somewhere. Where did
you stay? Was it fancy and nice, designed especially to please tourists? If you have ever been on
a cruise ship, did you learn anything about the lives and living conditions at home of the porters,
maids, janitors or other ship’s crew? When you traveled to foreign countries and cities, were you
kept isolated from poverty, slums and ghettos? What do you know about the lives of those who
do the menial tasks to keep you comfortable?

e Does this vignette make you feel a little guilty? Why? If it brushes you with a little bit of guilt, is
that good or bad?

e |s there anything you plan on changing about your life as a result of reading this vignette? Would
you recommend this vignette to any of your friends? If not, why not?
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The Chapter: “So Why Does Loving Seem So Hard?”” (Love and the Flesh)

1. Reread the first paragraph of the chapter. Have you ever had a day like this? If so, briefly describe
what happened and the feelings you had that day.

2. The first paragraph describes the world around us. The world around us is a world that fails to
operate on the principle of biblical love. We are tempted not to operate according to biblical love
(temptation and lust) and we are assaulted from every side (media and neighbors) with situations
concerning people who do not care for one another. Do you ever feel frustrated about this? Do you
ever feel frustrated with yourself that biblical love comes so hard?

3. Before you review the rest of the chapter, why do you believe that experiencing and expressing
biblical love is so hard?

4. In the next section, the author describes the problem — the flesh, which always puts self first. Do you
agree with the author’s hypothesis?
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5. Admittedly, the explanation of sinful nature, flesh and self is a bit tedious. The author encourages
the reader to reread the section as many times as required for fully understand the principles being
stated. It would also be helpful looking up the scriptures cited in the text, to add to one’s
understanding. After rereading the section until an understanding is achieved, answer the following
questions.

T/F — For the Christian, the flesh is the same as the sinful nature (old self, old man).

T/F — Christians struggle with sin because they still have a sinful nature.

T/F — Every Christian has a new nature which they can choose to follow if they desire.

T/F — A Christian can eventually overcome all weaknesses of the flesh and live a sinless life.

T/F — The reason Christians still sin is because the sinful nature left an indelible mark on the
flesh.

6. What are the scriptures referring to when the word “flesh” is used? Is the “flesh” the same thing as
the “sinful nature” (*old self,” “old man)? Where did the sinful nature come from and what is its
impact on the flesh?

7. What happens to the sinful nature (old self, old man) when we receive Jesus Christ as our personal
Savior? (Review Romans 6:1-7.) Does a Christian have a sinful nature present, or does a Christian
have flesh that has been permanently tainted by the sinful nature? What kind of a nature does a
Christian have? (Review 2 Peter 1:4.)

8. Okay. A Christian no longer has a sinful nature, but instead has the flesh which has been
permanently tainted by the sinful nature. Now that a Christian has a “divine nature” (“new nature”),
is the Christian “obligated” by the flesh to continue in sin and have sin become a master of him or
her? (Review Romans 6:12-14.)
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Having understood the above, that means a Christian can choose not to walk according to the flesh,
but according to the Spirit who communicates with our new nature. But the next question is crucial:
Where does the Christian go to determine how to walk in the Spirit? (l.e., to live according to the
new nature.) You’re right! Now, let’s go to the next section.

The author states in the last section of the chapter, “The problem with our flesh having been
controlled by the sinful nature is that our belief systems are also programmed wrong.” Do you agree
or disagree with this statement?

What beliefs do you have now that are suspicious? (Here are some examples. “God loves me when |
reject sin, and withholds his love when | fall to sin.” Another: “If | try to live a good Christian life,
God will love me more.” And another: “God loves everyone...but me.”

What do you think it means to “die to self”? Does dying to self imply a miserable life void of
pleasure or fun? In what arena do you think dying to self applies most — your relationships or your
personal life and habits?

Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point:
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Personal Assessment Questions:

e What do you plan on doing today to die to self? (Think outside the box. Think in terms of time,
priorities, personal interests, goals and money.)

e What do you plan to change today to change your belief systems biblically? That is, what do you
plan for the future in ensure your beliefs and actions are in line with the truth?

e Which area do you feel you need to work on most, truth or love?



