Study Guide for

The Love Revelation
Book 1: The Royal Law Chapter 10

The Vignette: The Pastor’s Wife
Summary: A pastor makes a difficult choice between his love for the ministry and caring for his wife.

1. Inafew sentences, how would you describe Pastor Norm’s feelings about church ministry? Do you
believe he just loved being called a pastor, or do you believe he truly loved the people (or both)?

2. Pastor Norm obviously had a passion for his flock. Because they have invested much into the
church, most pastors feel an obligation to continue ministering to the flock even during a personal
crisis. Although the vignette doesn’t specifically state this, it can be assumed that Pastor Norm also
had a burden for the lost and the best way he could reach them was through the ministry of the
church. Based on this information, what conflicts might Pastor Norm face when he learned that his
wife was gravely ill?

3. Given that there is an entire congregation at stake, and given the fact that potential souls may not
continue to be saved through the church, do you believe Pastor Norm made the right decision to
leave the ministry to care full-time for his wife? Could he have not just placed her in a nursing
facility and let others care for her?

Personal Assessment Question:

e When your father and mother become aged and unable to care for themselves, what plans have
you made for their care? Do you anticipate having to make sacrifices of finances, time and
personal goals? If not you, then who will?
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The Chapter: “Don’t Call Me Goody Two-Shoes” (Love and Righteousness)

1.

From the introduction to the chapter, do you agree that the word “righteousness” has become a dirty
word socially these days? If so, why do you think that is?

Do you agree or disagree with the position of the “seeker-sensitive” philosophy of ministry that
words such as righteousness, blood, death and sin are words to be avoided on a Sunday morning?

In the section, “Law — the Old Standard of Righteousness,” a definition of righteousness by Merrill
F. Unger is provided. Try reading it a couple of times and summarizing it. How successful are you at
summarizing what Unger wrote regarding righteousness? If you’re finding this exercise difficult, can
you come up with another source for the definition of righteousness?

Explain the difference between “imputed” and “imparted” righteousness. How do you feel about
your own righteousness? Are you a righteous person? If you believe you are, what is your standard
for determining your own righteousness?

What does it mean to be “justified” by God, and how does this occur? Have you been justified by
God? If not, why not? What would it take for you to become justified by God?
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6. In Romans 8:1, the apostle Paul writes, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.” What does it mean to be “in Christ Jesus”?

7. The next section in the chapter is titled, “Love — the New Standard of Righteousness.” What is the
difference between the “old self” and the “new self”? Why does the apostle state the need for
Christians to “put aside the old self”?

8. What is “the trap that many Christians, even evangelicals, fall into?”

9. Do you agree with the author’s statement, “Learning to love biblically is infinitely harder than
learning to obey rules”? If so, why? If not, why?

10. In one word, what does the author state is the measure for this new standard of righteousness?

11. What is the one absolute source for learning to love biblically?
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12. Can you now answer the question, “How does our righteousness surpass that of the scribes and the

Pharisees”? Can you answer the question, “How do we live righteously”? Can you now answer the
question, “How do we show God we love him”?

13. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point;

The Personal Assessment Questions:

What new things have you learned about the biblical subject of righteousness?

e What standards have you been using to determine whether or not you are a righteous person?

e What things are you going to change about your thinking, your belief system, your behaviors and
your relationships that will help you to better manifest your imputed righteousness?

e Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving others?
If not, why, and what would it take?



