
Study Guide for 
The Love Revelation 

Book 1: The Royal Law Chapter 8 
 
 
The Vignette: Productivity 
 
Summary: A manager and his intern observe Jesus’ “productivity.” 
 
If you haven’t experienced time in the business world, the message behind this vignette may escape you. 
In business and economics, productivity is one of the key measurements for outcome. Not only does 
productivity state how efficiently an organization is operating (man-hours, output and outcomes, 
revenues, etc.), but productivity measurements are used on individual workers. Ideally in the workplace, 
a worker ought to be 100% productive. That is, all the hours and minutes he or she is paid for ought to 
have a productive outcome benefitting the company. That is not always realistic, however. Businesses 
vary in productivity requirements, depending on the product. Fortunately or unfortunately, an 
individual’s productivity can be used for the worker (a positive for promotion and raises) or against the 
worker (grounds for firing) and is related directly to “performance.” 
 
1. How far into the vignette did you realize that the manager and his intern are observing Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the primary complaint of the supervisor about Jesus’ productivity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are your thoughts about the intern’s observation, “Invest in the people and later you will be the 

recipient of their business”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How is the supervisor “measuring” Jesus’ productivity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 



Study Guide for 
The Love Revelation 

Book 1: The Royal Law Chapter 8 
 
5. There’s a section in the beginning of the vignette when the supervisor explains, “Here’s how we 

measure productivity.” He defines productivity as seeing “visible” and “tangible” results, and raises 
the interesting question of measuring “the result of teaching.” Is he correct, or is there something 
wrong with the supervisors assumptions and starting point for productivity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Do you agree or disagree with the supervisor’s statement, “Teaching is always risky”? If you 

disagree, why?  The supervisor also uses the scribes and Pharisees as an example. Do you agree or 
disagree with him, and why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What is ironic about the supervisor’s greater concern that Jesus’ productivity had increased as 

opposed to the fact that Jesus just raised someone from the dead? What does that tell you about the 
supervisor’s priorities? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Personal Assessment Questions: 
 

• Do you yourself work in the business world, and have you ever been subjected to productivity 
measurements? 

 
 
 
 
 

• If you are a manager, how do you measure productivity in the workplace? Do you use that same 
measurement of productivity when it comes to the church? If not, why not? If so, is that right? 
(Along these same lines, if you are a pastor, how do you measure productivity in your staff, or 
even in yourself? Or is productivity purely a measure that should be used by business?) 
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• Some churches actually measure productivity in terms of numbers gained per year in 
membership, or in the number of conversions or baptisms. What other measurements could be 
used to determine productivity? When it comes to church members themselves, are there some 
ways that “productivity” could be measured in terms of the theme of this book (the love 
revelation)? How does that tie in to the term “sanctification” (that is, becoming more Christ-
like)? 

 
 
 
 
 
The Chapter: “Gospel DNA” (Love and the Gospels) 
 
1. The author begins by making the statement, “Two major themes parallel one another throughout the 

Gospels...” and describes them as “truth” and “love.” What reasons does the author give for making 
this statement, and how does he say the two are related to one another? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you agree or disagree with the author’s statement, “Biblical truth points to, validates, and 

discloses love because love is what biblical truth is all about”? If you disagree, what, then, is biblical 
truth all about? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. To what was Jesus referring when he used the term “traditions”? Do evangelical Christians have 

“traditions,” as in “the traditions of the elders”? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What are the three important lessons about love taught in Matthew 5:21-24? Apply these lessons to 

your own Christian walk. 
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5. Do you believe that John 3:16 is a message of salvation, or love, or both? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. In the section, “Love in Jesus’ Encounters,” what does the author believe Jesus wrote in the sand? 

Here’s a personal question, the answer of which probably shouldn’t be written down: are there sins 
in your life that only you and Jesus know about? If so, how do you feel now about the last person 
you judged? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What does the author say was the intent of the Pharisees in bringing to him the woman caught in 

adultery? What is the hypocrisy in this situation? Do you believe the religious leaders cared at all 
about the woman? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Given the example of the woman caught in adultery, how does “surpassing” the righteousness of the 

scribes and Pharisees apply? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. In the incident in Simon’s house, of the woman who was a sinner washing Jesus’ feet with her tears, 

what should Simon have done when Jesus told her that her sins were forgiven? 
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10. What would your reaction have been if you had observed Jesus healing the man’s hand in the 
synagogue? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11. How does the author describe the conflict of Law and love in the Gospels? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter. 
 

Main Point:   ____________________________________________________________________  
 ____________________________________________________________________  

 
 
Personal Assessment Questions: 
 

• What new things did you learn about Christ’s love in this chapter, and how do you plan on 
implementing them in your own life? 

 
 
 
 

• Do you believe Jesus was not loving toward the scribes and the Pharisees when he decided not to 
observe the traditions of the elders? Was he being more loving to the man with the withered hand 
than to the religious leaders? What’s your take on that? 

 
 
 
 

• Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving one 
another? If not, why, and what would it take? 

 
 


