Study Guide for

The Love Revelation
Book 1: The Royal Law Chapter 7

The Vignette: Twenty Years and Counting
Summary: A husband takes care of his invalid wife.

1. How would you characterize “TJ the Grinder”? Do you know anyone like her? What was the main
reason she never married?

2. What shocked TJ about Steven VVanderVeer when she first met him?

3. What were some of the reasons Steven gave for not putting his wife away in a nursing home and
remarrying?

4. What do you think is the difference in being “in love” and “really being loved”?

5. Do you agree or disagree with the statement, “The more you sacrifice for someone the more you
love them”?
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6. Have you ever met anyone in “a permanent vegetative state” like Elisabeth? How did you react?

7. How would you describe Steven’s character based on his and TJ’s parting when the interview was
over?

8. What effect did Terri’s interview with Steven VVanderVeer have on her personal outlook on life? Do
you think Steven had a positive or a negative witness on Terri, and why?

9. Based on news events in the last few years, what is the irony of the Terri’s first name in relation to
this story?

Personal Assessment Question:

e Do you think Steven VanderVeer was throwing his life away by taking care of his wife and not
remarrying?
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e Have you ever known someone who has made a personal sacrifice like Steven VanderVeer made
on behalf of his wife? Was that person already past his or her prime?

e Based on what you’ve learned about love so far in “The Love Revelation: Book 1,” do you think
Steven exemplified biblical love, or was he just a one-in-a-million personality?

e What do you think you would do if you found yourself in Steven VanderVeer’s shoes? That is, a
young person, newly married, whose spouse just went into a vegetative state?

The Chapter: “Even Perfect Love Can’t Please Everyone” (Love and Jesus Christ)

1. Inthe short introduction to this chapter, try to restate the relationship between the love of the Father
and the death of the Son. How do the two relate to each other? Can you point to any Scripture that
might support your thoughts?

2. Can you describe the “Godhead” in one simple sentence? (Note: reference to the Nicene Creed may
be helpful.) Do you believe in the Trinity, or do you find that description about God too
complicated?
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3. How does the author explain the apostle John’s statement, “God is love”?

4. Was there anything new you learned about God in the section titled, “The Love of the Father”? What
aspect of God’s love do you remember the most?

5. Do you know the difference between “conditional” and “unconditional”” love? The author observes
that God’s love for the Israelites was unconditional, but that their earthly blessings from him were
conditional. What does that mean? What events in the Old Testament would support that
conclusion?

6. The author states, “...It was God’s love that disciplined (the Israelites) for their unfaithfulness.” How
can love and discipline go together?

7. What evidence do we have from Scripture that the relationship between God the Father and God the
Son was based on love?

8. According the section focusing on the love between the Father and the Son, what was one of Christ’s
missions toward humanity?
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9. If someone were to ask you about Christ’s kenosis, or the meaning of Philippians 2:5-7, how you
answer?

10. In the same section, how would you explain to someone John’s use of the term logos (“Word”) when
referring to the preincarnate Christ?

11. What evidence do we have from Scripture that Jesus Christ is the expression of God himself?

12. In the section, “The Love of the Son—His Earthly Ministry,” the author focuses on the subject of
rejection. Have you ever been rejected by someone you loved or even sacrificed for? How did that
make you feel, and how did that impact future relationships? Did it affect whether or not you are
willing to sacrifice for others?

13. Why do you think the people in the synagogue in Jesus’ own hometown reacted so violently toward
him when he gave them the good news that even Gentiles would be offered the gospel (good news)?

14. How did Jesus express his love for us when he suffered flogging and crucifixion by the Romans?
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15. What the term “ascension” refer to? How did Jesus continue to show his love by ascending with his
human nature?

16. What does the term “mediator” mean, and for whom is Jesus the eternal mediator?

17. If Jesus Christ is no longer on the earth to share the good news of God’s love, who, then, is now
responsible for doing so?

18. Write what you believe is the main point of the chapter.

Main Point;

Personal Assessment Questions:

e What new things did you learn about Christ’s love in this chapter?

e What does it mean to you personally that “...When (Christ) left his preincarnate state with the
Father, he left it forever”?

e Does anything expressed in this chapter stimulate you to want to do a better job of loving one
another? If not, why, and what would it take?



